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free society underpinned by freedom of expression and we are proud to uphold these rights for all. 

Further, l can give categorical assurance that any fears expressed regarding any detainees' rights and 
freedoms in Bahrain are unfounded, and Bahrain is bound by the United Nations Convention against 
torture and other human rights treaties. My Government takes its responsibilities in this regard 
extremely seriously. I can also confirm that the trials of all those involved will be open, public and 
impartial. Defendants will be fully entitled to representation of their choosing and I have little doubt 
that their interests will be vigorously defended, 

More broadly, we are aware that we are still a very young and growing democracy and that it takes time 
for society to adapt, This process of democratic change in the region is uncommon and we are 
extremely proud of the achievements we have made to date. 

1 look back at the challenges the United States overcame in developing its grand experiment with 
democracy. The model for freedom that was set then, is now emulated around the world. And yet even 
in the United States, democracy did not come for all people when independence was declared in 1776. 

The current situation in Bahrain should be seen within this, and its own regional context. We are 
nurturing a democratic society in keeping with our traditions and cultural values. This process takes 
time, but we are determined to succeed. 

ENDS 

(This document was submitted by Qorvis Communications on behalf of the Ambassador of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain to the United States). 
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